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8,000 people 



Recent research 

- Dr Lesley Rushton: ‘The burden of occupational cancer 
in Great Britain’ 

- First study of its kind confirming the connection 
between what people do for a living, and the cancers 
they develop  

- Takes into account lifestyle choices such as smoking 

- Occupational attributable cancer deaths and 
registrations = 5 per cent of all UK cancer deaths and 
registrations  

 

 

 



The findings 

- 8,000 work-related cancer deaths a year 

- Almost 14,000 new cancer registrations each year are 

down to occupational exposure 

- Just under half of deaths put down to occupational 

cancer are in the construction industry  

 

 

 



Top 10 causes of cancer deaths 
attributable to occupational 
carcinogens  (Rushton/HSE)  

Rank Agent/activity Number of deaths/year 

1 Asbestos 3909 

2 Silica 789 

3 Diesel engine exhaust  652 

4 Mineral oils 566 

5 Shift work 552 

6 Painters 334 

7 Tobacco smoke 249 

8 Tertachlorodibenzodioxin 231 

9 Radon 184 

10 Welders 152 



Top 10 causes of cancer registrations 
attributable to occupational 
carcinogens (Rushton/HSE)  

Rank Agent/activity Number of Registrations/year 

1 Asbestos 4216 

2 Shiftwork 1957 

3 Mineral oils 1730 

4 Solar radiation  1541 

5 Silica 907 

6 Diesel engine exhaust 801 

7 Coal tars and pitches 545 

8 Painters 359 

9 Tertachlorodibenzodioxin 316 

10 Tobacco 284 



Who is at Risk? 

- It is estimated that 

12 construction 
workers die each 
week from silica-
related lung cancer 



No Time to Lose: campaign 
on occupational cancer 



- raise awareness of a significant health issue facing 
workers in the UK and internationally 

 

- suggest some solutions on a UK scale to tackle the 
problem – a national model that can be transposed 
internationally 

 

- offer free practical, original materials to businesses 
to help them deliver effective prevention programmes  

 

No Time to Lose: campaign 
on occupational cancer 



The campaign 

- 50+ work-related carcinogens – focusing on a ‘top five’: 

- Asbestos  

- Diesel engine exhaust 

- Shiftwork 

- Silica 

- Solar radiation 

 

- Free practical resources and tools 



Getting involved – formal 
support 

- Endorse the campaign with a statement and your logo 

- Receive a supporter pack 

- Spread the word within your company and supply chain 

- Join more than 100 organisations and companies … 
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Getting involved – pledge to 
take action 

- Pledge to take action on carcinogenic exposures using 
our six-point action plan 

- Receive a certificate 

- Get recognition as a responsible business showing 
leadership on this issue 

- Join these forward-thinking companies … 

 



Campaign website 



Campaign website 

Go to www.notimetolose.org.uk to: 

- access free information 

- download or order free practical resources 

- ask our expert panel for advice 

- find out about events and CPD opportunities 

- support the campaign 

- pledge your commitment to tackling harmful exposures 
at work 

- get the latest news on occupational cancer 

- read our national action plan 

- hear from people affected by work cancer 

- follow the campaign on Twitter @_NTTL 

 

http://www.notimetolose.org.uk


Campaign highlights 



A world of work which 
is safe,              and 
sustainable 

healthy 
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